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Abstract: Changes in the plasma metabolism of young ICR mice after exposure to nano-TiO, at different doses
were measured to investigate the mechanism of its toxic side-effects and to identify its toxicity-related biological
targets. Mice were assigned randomly to control group and nano-TiO, (10, 30, 100, or 300 mg-kg™') exposure
groups. Plasma data were analyzed using metabonomics technology to identify potential biomarkers. Topology of
biomarkers was determined using the KEGG database. Contents of cholic acid, deoxycholic acid, ursodeoxycholic
acid and taurocholic acid in plasma were measured by targeted quantitative methods to find the biomarkers corre-
sponding to the toxic effects of TiO,. Forty-nine metabolites were screened from plasma. The toxicity of nano-TiO,
resulted mainly from an abnormality of phospholipids and bile-acid compounds. The toxicity of nano-TiO, in mice
after 28 d exposure may be related to the abnormal metabolism of phospholipids and bile-acid compounds.
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TiO,(titanium dioxide, TiO,), G FR“EkH ¥, 7E
Bih Tl AR R T DA R SR
WhrgSFE R, ML TFE M T, , 41K Tio, B
ARAR/IN B, I AT DL 7 3R W 5 ) TR i
AR TIO, T Iz I & N H T i b A% 1
AT ARARFFE R, 41K Tio, AT LLE i
B IR IR FR e RN AT S i ARt AR A AL A
AR, 9K TiO, AT LA/ BUK 412 b i i o
2 3 1 ) I A A i B O HL Rk 2H 21
AR B T, gk TiO, 20K B IE A E
AEZHZ B AN A T~ L) & DNA $#145% . B, 99k
TiO, M#EVE O 5% = 24 th 7 IR 5575 e ) b 48 oK
TiO, MYl ERME A 525 T 35U F A AE A1 Ry, S A
THAL B £ A 2 2 3 20w B R R E ) Kk
AP A HGE AR L R R o B AR
44K TiO, E7FEERE] 2 mg-kg™' bw, Il 7F 5[
A3k 3 mg-kg™' bw, 20 A N B H AR 3 %
~SAEMTE T, JLEE R A IE D RE A fE 4, B B
TIIRESS , 44 K £ il U Jn 53] e JHe 52 o) o 7= g 11
XAEFFIK TIO, X 2L 40 LA >k (1) 2 4 e F8 AN W 1
K, NTTRE S X F 4K Tio, WAEY) 447 DAEE AL,

FRILH 290 O 2 AR R R 32 B ME R
TERIZ AN e S B IR 2 i 284k, mT LA
XL REAEAE 7 A ARG 5 0 ) SC 5 PN PR
YA T E MEBOE S AT, I b A 2 A s
Yy, e A 4 TS B A A e AR PR | LI 3K
Sl SR Jy i S s R E T 2 A7, AR SR A
FHAGH L A AR DT AGK THO, X/ B3
RS Ry, F4R 590K Tio, MHCH AR EY),
/N AR AT Az B 2 AR A, DA Ry itk —
A BAAK TiO, XIHUAEEPE/E FHAILHI 29 E S

1 ##l57 % (Materials and methods)
1.1 A5

DV215CD £l B F 43 #7 K - (1 16 B8 2 F 3 2
F]),MS304TS/02 #Y H - K - (Mg 5 #)-FC F1) 2 1= bre
A BRAAT]),88 700V HI-80 °C vKAH (FEER K /R
FHEA PR/ 1)), UltiMate 3000 #0343 25 280 AH (5, 354%
(TR RBHE A PR A ), Q-Exactive 7Y & 43¢ i
TEAL(FE R R R B A R A F]), Waters C18 (1.7
pm,2.1 mmx100 mm) 3% 4 (38 B IR FR A A,
Milli-QAdvantageA10 %8 45 7K (¥ (35 [ Millipore 2%
), X-30R B BLOHLGE E P A% L AR LA H), &

Ji FH R R R RD PR R e 389y a5 4l T T R R
IRFHEA PR W), HAB R 24 Ry 4 Hr i
1.2 LY

ICR HAE/INER, MEVE ) JRIIE 3 ~4 J8] IR BT84y 10
g, F AL 438 R A S50 S BR A R B AL /)
SR SR T SPF Kl b v, 3 R R 95— S I He ik
B REALSY A X AL RN 4K Tio, Yeigdl, &L
Ze i ER IR RE B2 B fb 2 i i S E ST BT sl e 2R
Z2 LI 4% 19 S 0000 PR T LI, — Ak ik JRR e
ALBE, SEERTAS X 24 h, H HROK
1.3 Je3gsih

/N RGE D PR SR A5 RS B 1 A X R
A4 Ay, Bl 15 H YedsF a0l oh
10.30.100 1300 mg-kg™" , & K H Y5 — K, i
SRYLTE 28 d, ARWULEEST , 4% Y 57 000 PR I BRI,
T AFZEA 2 mL JCRE.CE T 3 500 romin™ B
> 10 min, BUM S ZHAET-80 CUkAfR . A ALBR BRI
AOFE B JHE LRI 45 R FR i o, JE TR AR
RV R =W o/ sh Y AR < 100% ),

L4 I 0 e 43 B s s )

A3 HTREE I RE 5T 4 °C vKAR i v B 50
pL, ITAGTIERI (VI BE) : V(ZHE)=1:1)450 pL(#&
IEAFREZEIE /R 10 ng - mL™ FIG P b5 H 2R T ik
50 ng-mL™"), % 30 s, WHEIR 2 60 s, 13 000 r-
min~ B0 10 min, W 100 L 2R JH i 20 JE B 15 AY
QE-Orbitrap #EATR M, A SIHH:. A A2, B
K 0.1% H 2 K 2 mmoL - L™ I R %) ; 446 B 1k
.0 ~1 min,5% A;1~5 min,5% ~60% A;5 ~8
min,60% ~ 100% A;8 ~ 11 min, 100% A;11 ~14
min, 100% ~60% A;11 ~15 min,60% ~5% A;15
~18 min,5% A;FEIR 30 °C, #i# 0.25 mL-min™',
PEFEE S pL, ERE SRR 4 C, 7R MESE B T A
(ESD)IE £ B A T R8s, W55 H R 3 kv 28
KIRFE 350 °C ; BANAEIREE 320 °C ;S-lens RF 4 505
— A (full scan) 153 HEEE A 70 000, 414 70
H 70 ~1 050 (m/z), —ZEHRMIEFH (full MS/
dd-MS2). 43 #2517 500 ; AGC target 4 1¢’ ; Maxi-
mun TT >4 50 ms;NCE & 20 .40 #1 60,

1.5 /IR 25 AR 5 A )

/NERIME 50 L A & AR B (VI ) : V(4
f)=1:1)PLHEFR] 450 wL, wER2] 60 s,13 000 r-
min”' B0 10 min, WHL 100 wL JEF7005E , B ERAS:
M2 A K (B 0.1% HIR), D A O B E
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VEML, B FEVEILFEF M 0 ~0.5 min,30% D;0.5 ~2.5
min,30% ~60% D;2.5 ~4.0 min,60% ~95% D;4.0
~6.0 min,95% D;6.0 ~6.1 min,95% ~30% D;6.1
~8.0 min,30% D, 2} Hria] 0 ~8 min, &R HERE 5
pL, i 03 mL-min~', &3%4E : Thermo Hypersil
Gold C18 3 wm,2.1 mmx100 mm), {4 %4 I8 & K
30 °C, AN IR R FRTE 4 °C, R RRAS I
TEHLE 55 B IR (ESD 7 5+ SIM B0 T R,
W55 LR R 2 500 V5 ZE RN 350 °C BN 40
Arb; HHBIACN 10 Arb; ARG IR N 350 °C ; S-lens
RF 4 50, JHER(CA)J 407.28030 it % IH R (DCA)
h 39128538 | EJB AR (UDCA)Jy 39128538 Fil4-
f IHFR (TCA) N 514 28440
1.6 AR g% A

MR SCHR 73k 25 2 P U5 A8 4 o A 4 i
(B 1™ F1H] Metaboanalyst 4.0 434 %} B4 540 K
TiO, AN [F G RE ) 2t 20 /)N B 3% P O 1 AR 4 1) 22
S, ki VIP H>1 B9 IR, 236 3 Lo o3
Hr(principal component analysis, PCA) . fii 5 /)N .3
J 5153 H7 (partial least squared discriminant, PLS-DA)
DL KA B B, B9 8 MetaboAnalyst 4.0 ¥ 3t
Y Pathway Analysis 4340k TiO, 520 1L 3% A9 15T
i %, EFE Impact {E>0.1 FACHHE FEAE A 41K TiO,
2 I ) 32 BT
1.7 SEiteEa

K Metaboanalyst 4.0 #7473 54323 #7 M B
NI FN BN 3BT L RN o, [FIE 4347 Impact {E
>0.1 FUVE RGN K TiO, 520w Il 3¢ Y 32 24 i 2
AHSEHE R SPSS16.0 A 478085 43 #r , 1056 44
P FHFE Y (8 + b i 22 (Mean = SD) 7 | B8 Ho %
FH AR 2R T 22531 (one-way ANOVA)73#T 45 S 16
2B A 25, 15 Tukey’ s test HLAR AL 4S5

XA Z (B 922 5, * AU P<0.05,* * {3k P<0 01,

2 ZR545 7 (Results and analysis)
2.1 492K TiO, ¥ ICR #h4F/NFURS AR ik & =
R JVE 2% ZR AL 5 e

4K TiO, 28 d Yeig)m , &MY d i 4l 1) 4 B
Je 5 AN [R) R B (RS A 22 B R BT el i IR
KBS, 2 1 RIS B A Bl 2 )
S P T /0N SR AR S5 S DA O B T R i A A
W RBUR T UK TiO, 28 d Yeaga nl L
S /N B B RIDE 25 1E 5 B A BECIR A T LS A
Bt 4 i 791 S %) T R T
2.2 IR SR BT

K mzcloud X Il 3% P U5 AR S 40 o ik AT S
58, R F 2R T8 B 908 7R R S TR
PEY) IR, BB A TraceFinder B 4347 H @ N IR TEY
J OO R S R R S T N B 1 R
2.3 4K TiO, X /INER i 5 pa A s

R SCHR T3k S 7 PR T 1 0 S R Ak S8R (1]
12" FFH Metaboanalyst 4.0 71 Statistical Analysis
K4 PCA 1 PLS-DA, PCA([&] 2(a))#l PLS-DA
(B 2(b))&5 A i , X FRZE A K TiO, A [ 57 4t 4
BEYLIN K Z (R ER AR AN JIC 43 T, #5780 i i S 4: Accu-
racy=0.91,R*=0.93, * =0.85, B H: i 93% 1475 &
PR Ry S BT ) B AT, 91% PIRE AR AT A B
R3] TS TR (8 T80 6 ) ok 85% ., X R, 41 R
LRI FI YT 5, I35 40 P9 TR A QI e JE & A=
A N— 2 R L UBAANK TiO, REASH MR 4l FLHL
AR R . 84T PLS-DA 77 5% 2 41 AR 154
LRI HT B VIP (E>1 A9 P IR A R it
— MK TiO, 520 i 2% A 153 B ) Fp S,
22 WA S R TR MR VIP (E>1 Y S

1 4K Tio, J/MRIERER RS ZEBINE ( Mean=SD, n=10)

Table 1 The influence of nano-TiO, on body mass and viscera coefficient of mice (Mean+SD, n=10)
Xf R ZH 10 mg-kg™! 30 mg-kg™! 100 mg-kg™! 300 mg-kg™!
Control TiO, TiO, TiO, TiO,
MR it Body mass 30.17+1.06 2572+2.69% * 25.14+1.64% * 24.71£2.16% * 24.06+2 47* *
/% Heart/% 0.94+0.10 0.75+020%* * 0.68+026* 0.64+029% * 0.57+0.06* *
/% Liver/% 7.89+2.12 6.04x1.74% 589+1.42% 6.12+1.64* 548+0.88%
Jl/% Spleen/% 0.68=0.11 0.65+0.16 0.58+0.19 0.65+0.15 0.60+0.05
Jifi/% Lungs/% 1.070.19 097+0.16 1.0820.36 1.04£033 0.7220.06* *

T SR L, * P<0.05,* * P<001,
Note: Compared to the control group, * P<0.05,* * P<0.01.
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g o8 NL:2.58E9  RT:0.00~18.00 NL: 1.08E9
100300 693 811 TICF FTMs+P 100 8.83 TIC F: FTMS-P
94 | @ ‘ ESI Full ms 9] (b ESI Full ms
307 [70.0000- . [70.0000-
g >4 ‘ 1050.0000] MS g - °10.58 1050.0000] MS
£ 703 youshu-plasma- & 705 r youshu-plasma-
2E 603 | 100-3 22 603 Sy . 100-3
#2509 | # 2 507 : |
E 2 40l ‘ 5 107 '
E gz 403 ‘ | 13,17 B2 404 6.96] | 933 [
;3 301 |, § 304 ‘ 536 “\ |
207 | T 203 .
2 1 I 3 Jilo2s 12907
o]\, 2 13 103 ]\ 3164 530 N NGRS, P20 14961541
AR T AR ‘1,4, ,16,.,18 A R o L AT S R FAR
fist [] /min it ] /min
RT: 0.00-18.00 Time/min Time/min
0.56 youshu-plasma-100-3 #211 RT:0.61 AV: 1 NL: 2.48E7
1005 NL: 7.99E7 T: FTMS+p ESI Full ms [70.0000-1050.0000] |5 08636
904 © m/z= CsleOzN
507 118.08508-1 1&087;114 100
3 & F: FTMS+p ESI Full ms 90
57 [70.0000-1050.0000] s 80 \
25 hu-plasma-100-3 § 70
T2 503 youshu-plasma-100- 2T
= 3 . F
=2 HE 50
.a =< o
5 = .2 405116.07076
= 203 11 < 303cH, 0N
N E | T 119.08968
0922773 95 6056875 869 3010 sl 1345 1667 209 117.05740 e
. 2. - 4'1' S S .1T4r = '1‘8 o CHN o
il /min 160" "Hes™ 1170 1175 180" 118571190
Time/min
E1 £AERNRMNEESTFRERSBRESEIRA
T (a)IE B TR T I (i 18] 5 (b) 7 8 TR A (i I 5 (o) AR (1 12T () M IO s il R R B o0 2K,

Fig. 1

Note: (a) Total ion current chromatography (TIC) of plasma samples derived from the positive ion scanning; (b) Total ion current chromatography

Full-scan detected total ion maps and valine identification pattern recognition of young mice plasma

(TIC) of plasma samples derived from the negative ion scanning; (c) Valine chromatogram; (d) The exact mass and molecular formula of valine.

Scores plot
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oA
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& ° @ S s eC
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I\l ° (=] f=] "’,‘——' [ ]
£ 0 = .'8% 2 i
® @@ 8 -15H] JIns
* ® —10 1T L
-10 Soo /// —— —_
.y -12.54 =
-15 — I’l lrl ’.'
22 e v e v o v o
=20 -10 0 10 20 [ - T Ao
PCI1 (21.2%) Component]

2 B RIE QE-Orbitrap #MI AR i B FEIEH 7
{:: (a) PCA BRI, (b) PLS-DA /347 ; A X 640, B 2 10 mg-kg™ 4K TiO, Yedpd,
C 4 30 mg-kg™ ' 42k TiO, Yerz4l, D 4 100 mg-kg™ 4>k TiO, YR ,E 4 300 mg-kg™ 40k TiO, Yerpd
Fig. 2 Analysis of metabonomics data detected by high resolution mass spectrometry QE Orbitrap
Note: (a) PCA model analysis, (b) PLS-DA analysis; A represents control group; B represents 10 mg-kg™' nano-TiO, group;

C represents 30 mg-kg™! nano-TiO, group; D represents 100 mg-kg™' nano-TiO, group; E represents 300 mg-kg™' nano-TiO, group.
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FIREI IR 2 TH s, DA 45 SRR A0k Tio, ¥
M) 3 /0 B2 P TR T 2 o e A o0, (2 AT T G
mAE R,
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Table 2 Average changes of major plasma differential markers in young mouse

IR

Endogenous metabolites

SEEBALE 53 L%

Percentage of average changes/%

10 mg-kg™" TiO,

30 mg-kg™' TiO,

100 mg-kg™' TiO,

300 mg-kg™' TiO,

LysoPCQ0:3(5Z,87,112))
PC(18:020:4(8Z,112,147,177))
JHEENE Niacinamide
LysoPE(0:020:4(8Z,11Z,14Z,17Z))
LysoPC(20:1(112))
SM(d18:024:1(152))

i Adenosine
P 2% #R Neuraminic acid
2-% 3R Aminooctanoic acid
SM(d18:0/16:19Z))
LysoPE(0:0/182(9Z,127))
PC(16:1(92)22:5(7Z,10Z,13Z,16Z,197))
ZEE R Carnitine
TSR Docosahexaenoic acid
LysoPC(17:0)

2% Histamine
L-4§%4% L-valine
LysoPC(16:1(9Z))
PC(18:1(9Z)20:4(5Z8Z,11Z,142))
L-Z Wk A# L-acetylcarnitine
SM(d18:1/24:0)
1-O-hexadecyl-lyso-sn-glycero-3-phosphocholine
LysoPC(20:0)
LysoPC(14:0)
SM(d18:1/16:0)

MRS Adenine
SM(d18:1/22:0)

A F. % R Myristic acid
LysoPC(P-18:0)

MumEnE Cytosine
HILITF Creatinine
LysoPC(18:3(6Z,97,122))
Bk FIAAR Eicosapentaenoic acid
BRI WEEDY Indoxyl-sulfate
BfZ Cholic acid
2-fifi T % 2-Oxobutanoate
LysoPE(0:0/18:1(92))
PC(18:3(62,92,127)/16:0)
LysoPC(P-16:0)
LysoPCQ2:5(7Z,10Z,13Z,16Z,19Z))
SM(d17:124:0)

AEH: VU R Arachidonic acid
v-W KR y-linolenic acid

2322+1.80 |
1224142499 1
4248+394 |
1253+148 |
1452941939 1
297.66+41.25 1
36.54+14.88 |
39.53+1381 |
162+027 |
78.08+5.11 |
18.01+575 |
28.10+2.84 |
66.80+1192 |
15141+3001 1
1454742369 1
80.78+19.75 |
149.88+3138 1
107.7+17.57 1
8533+19.03 |
64791577 |
478.96+72.85 1
109.68+23.87 1
13821+27.15 1
496.61+6625 1
78.08+14.11 |
75582691 |
27226+70.54 1
78981634 |
156.79+32.08 1
137521£14997 1
26939+49.74 1
113.03+14.06 1
3563+1043 |
476241024 |
30734766921 1
185.8+38.97 1
3407741
2339+7.73 |
20093+51.05 1
51712772
200.68+26.57 1
1198543035 1
157.49+33.54 1

2981920 |
125.50+29.03 1
41.05+3.74 |
2944+2.18 |
2395242877 1
609.51+92.56 1
1824+5.12 |
2071507 |
50.07+11.88 |
132.96+21.76 1
2834551 |
5197+1994 |
15797+3133 1
85202555 |
118.54+2947 1
142.40+30.76 1
164.06+26.32 1
107.05+29.87 1
5515677 |
16726+22.89 1

1 4826935972 1

145.53+31.17 1
156224266 1
203254603 1
132.09+20.87 1
3922+884 |
381.12+78.57 1
76011167 |
202+5032 1
1009.95+1013 1
249.05+25.12 1
113.63«11.12 1
077+1251 |
28.02+724 |
287.86+9741 1
183.22+42.15 1
56.79+13.52 |
26.02+7.01 |
300.1+5529 1
65572009 |
311.56+81.51 1
1567543329 1
17026+44 38 1

2651302 )
187.44+40.04 1
3420+550 |
11324231}
2074343053 1
682.00+57 44 1
13.74+4.04 |
13.74+4.04 |
146+0.69 |
122511683 1
1954649 |
35.79+5.19 |
178.11£16.72 1
4092+6.72 |
13445421811
192.00+73.80 1
187.03+21.09 1
1534742582 1
57924553 |
127.07+20.84 1

1 464.67+171.06 1

14125+3047 1
1577442254 1
556.38+132.1 1
12148+16.82 1
38.54+1146 |
413.08+2642 1
41.13+6.74 |
18244373 1
136143+715 1
274.66+23.45 1
116.06+9.81 1
3058845 |
31.1627.70 |

2277.19+30891 1

186.03+3197 1
4091+561 |
4154+1037 |
23285461521
49.04+6.68 |
371.89+31.71 1
101244266 1
122.5+19.69 1

3093+4.08 |
19835+383 1
39.79+890 |
16.16+337 |
269.04+58.19 1
796.52+1009 1
1279097 |
1220+4.18 |
0724013 |
14152+21.70 1
24854647 |
48.56+948 |
149.03+27.7 1
745141788 |
1579642942 1
27299+74.13 1
158.48+15.66 1
15022+38.60 1
7295+7.89 |
136.09+32.31 1
1 756.49+24103 1
199.88+53.78 1
199.74+19.57 1
296.87+54.63 1
139.63+22.88 1
33764592 |
436.07+4121 1
5400598 |
213.50+3992 1
1181.5+108.18 1
322.05+30.88 1
124711025 1
4124x474 |
30631040 |
1 679.68+475.03 1
208.65+34 45 1
4096467 |
44994622 |
290.71+54.18 1
76.95+11.03 |
38742+4728 1
126.79+31.86 1
168.11+47.59 1
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Endogenous metabolites

SFEAL T 3 /%

Percentage of average changes/%

10 mg-kg™' TiO,

30 mg-kg™! TiO,

100 mg-kg™' TiO,

300 mg-kg™! TiO,

2-#2 3 TR 2-Hydroxybutanoic acid
SM(d18:122:1(132))
LysoPC(0O-18:0)
PCQ0:020:4(52.82,117,147))
PC(20:3(52,82,112)14:1092))

1579442890 1
14021+3399 1
1411943292 1
1679244001 1
6823+13.03 |

294.54+41.57 1
16734+26.62 1
149293924 1
21831+57.96 1
3351964 |

147731945 1
14546+12.16 1
13833167 1
314.03+56.97 1
144.72+26.12 1

248.18+42.18 1
2274742565 1
19583+3141 1
304.69+78.22 1
25354463551

T S0 FRAUA L, 900K Tio, ARSIl s 4 i Ry il . 3R 1B ).

Note: Compared with the control, metabolites are significantly up-regulated ( T) or

down-regulated (| ) in the nano-TiO, groups with different doses.

x3 AREFEHK TiO, 31138 HES IR E AR ( Mean+SD, n=5)

Table 3 The changes of bile acid concentration in

plasma under the influence of different

doses of nano-TiO, (Mean+SD, n=5)

i o gL o e G G
10 mg-kg™ TiO, 30 mg-kg™ TiO, 100 mg-kg™ TiO, 300 mg-kg™ TiO,
Bile acid Control
4% IR (TCA)/ (ng-mL™")
4953+114.8 956.1£1342 5779+1958 600.7+162.3 779.6+142.1
Taurocholate acid (TCA)/(ng-mL™")
AR (CA)(ng-mL™")
2515+433 4324913482 53221856 3 2402+466.9 2 370.7+772.6* *
Cholic acid (CA)/(ng-mL™")
£EJHIR (DCA)/(ng-mL™")
549+£19.6 1169.1£1102 106.0x14.6 103101774 851.1+£2143
Deoxycholic acid (DCA)/(ng-mL™")
AEMEEIHMR (UDCA)/(ng-mL™")
620£172 18.7+62 46.5+16.1 704323 646+13.1

Ursodeoxycholic acid (UDCA)/(ng-mL™")

TE - X HREA L, * * P<0.01
Note: Compared to the control group, * * P<0.01.
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Fig.3 The pathway analysis summary diagram
obtained by MetPA
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Fig. 4 Plasma data were analyzed using correlation analysis and hierarchical clustering

F4 F MetPA MESITERER
Table 4 Result from pathway analysis with MetPA

5 i PER e i 5, 2P|
No. Pathway Total Hits Impact
1 AR Se AR 52 R4 )5 B Valine, leucine and isoleucine biosynthesis 11 1 033
2 A DU ER IR Arachidonic acid metabolism 36 2 033
3 NRER TR AR BEZAC % Nicotinate and nicotinamide metabolism 13 1 024
4 20 BRI Histidine metabolism 15 1 022
5 fi i B4 Ether lipid metabolism 13 1 021
6 HimBEIE 1 Glycerophospholipid metabolism 30 2 0.18
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