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Abstract: With the rapid development of nanotechnology nanomaterials especially nanometals have been ap—
plied to many industries and daily lives with an exponential growth due to their unique properties. However their
security issues in the atmosphere water and soil environments have raised public concern. The potential ecotoxico—
logical effects had become one of the hot topics of current research world wide especially in the coastal environment
closely influenced by human activities. The study reviewed the behaviors of nanometals in marine environment the
uptake and biological toxicity of nanometals to marine organisms and their possible toxic mechanisms. The study
will elucidate on the potential ecological risk of nanometals in marine environment shed light on assessment and
improvement of supervision on nanometer materials and help to ensure the sustainable development of nanotechnol-
ogy.
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