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The exposure routes, organ damage and related
mechanism of the microplastics on the mammal
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Abstract: Microplastics widely. exist in the atmosphere, soil and water environment, causing
extensive attention.to their adverse effects on human health. We here systematically recapitulated the
exposure routes of mieroplastics for human body and the consequent toxic effects on human organs.
The exposure routes. include digestive tract, respiratory tract and skin, particularly digestive tract. It
has been revealed that intestinal tract, liver and kidney are the main enrichment sites of
microplastics, leading to intestinal flora imbalance, intestinal function disorder and liver lipid
metabolism disorder. However, the toxic effects on other tissues and systems, such as lung, kidney,
nervous system and reproductive system, warrant more studies.The underlying toxic mechanisms of
microplastics mainly include oxidative stress and inflammatory response. The current review would
help advance the systematical understand on the health hazards of microplastics, and provide support
for the risk assessment of microplastics in the future.
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2004 4F , Thompson 25 14 YA/ N BRLFR Ry « SRl Y Sl A5 00 |, 13088} ( microplastics , MPs ) 42
FEFEPA T AR B BE /N T 5 mm A URHRORE > SR 750 ) K e A R 4 i e 1 5 O R A
B B R, 1R 5 AR AR Ak T T R Tk B B SRR AR I 9 1 X A BRIA BT 1 B R 2015 ARER
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1 BRI R EIRZ (Exposure routes of microplastics)
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BH Y LLSGE 3 B Jik 75 8 e ook (1 1)
1.1 PREFRER

THORE AT 28 B G T 2 (AR ) FIALRL (AR A48 NG VIR ) I 5 4 LA B 3% T SO0 1) -8 07
SRR A A G5 R R A PR B TR TR, 5K VA AL K BBORE 4G 2 1 A4
AR AR ERR PRI AT BE S B2 1900 ARLT 2> BRHT 2 S0 P8 T30 KA TTREY , ALK 1 AR W &
PR DA IBRI R GEi m3k 355 AR Fm > d ™' 0 a3 S AP R 7 2 B0 B T REE a2 5 Y & i b
R I SRR B R AT R R S SO 26— 130 AN RL, 3k AR AR S RO
(G LEE ) fHERR A R ) NS 23 SR BT — 4 56 3 8 2h 1) 53 M g R AT IR 272 AN fesp
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Fig.1 Exposure of microplastics to the human
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R (< 0.1%) SR, XTIl B A, R B A 41 2038 35 1 A0 AR 25 (A5 % S R 1) B 2 R W
B3 R T B AT RS EAE A R R R R A A 2 S R 4t R A L e R EE R i T R A B 1
M), X6 T i T8 2H SR 5 2 3 20 B W SO TR) R AR = 4 B P ol S Al R S AR e 2 — 2 56 U S 0 e
2L W 1 5 e G 0 BN BB A SR RIS SRR A W R N AN TR 1 2 288 B SRR B A T 9 R B
IRMENFLB Y I M L R G2 & A B A, A4 N2 (CJBORE R /1N 0.2—150 pum) i) (3—100 pm) e
(0.1—10 pm) FIEHE B (30—40 wm) . 5—110 wm (9 PVC MEE L5 0, 76 HT T T80 ko & 058 )
AR S TR O R R R S I S W AR T U 4 DR/ IN R 2 T FL T, A AR K G B B R T 2 i
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4B R (H 2RISR SR SRR (< 0.3%) , 5% THRAWRS THEH , HA R K —H 50
(U< 1.5 pm) BER AR BAHLE.
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R
1.3 JZRREEE

F IR B A R A N — R K A R 5 A5 PS Bz AT H A 5 Y B ki s e p
DA 3 3 ok 25 A0 TR D R OB RO I B i AR R B g Rk IREE B R BR SL
I35 B 7 Pt ] RE A e ) R R 5 RN E L ERAE A A 4360 t R T VRS AP A
Pt it A = BV IR0 g K 4 7 Y H R A PR FRtL i A% ST 2 B R R 2o A
2.4 mg-d ™' ARY T A 212 gea S TRIGERIEY 15377 t-a” Y B A AL 5 A 5 Bl
TR 71% M Ve W o & A B R PE, V395 B8 (25.04£10.69) mg- g, F R F h (313 +
130) wm ;2.2% YIRS B& 7= fi & A B KL PE,SF X E 8 (17.80+7.50) mg - ¢, P R T (422«
185) pm. 4 A2 55 A7 T MR Vi e ok it B 8 8 T 2 B R 0B RS Y 1) 1 R KR T BB 4 kA
R AL " >0 AR IR A B 1 b B Wl T BB IR AR A IR 2, A 100 nm LR A BORE BE 235 SUIR 14
)27 R PR VA AT 2 T Kot (0 R 3 A Sl S A S 1 0 T 0% T A R0 R B T
TR g R i AT PRAL A5 H A A5 T R AR ANV S S R 1 um AR 33
il AT S B BRI PE AT PP ORI WL, fe 285 | S Bz JWedht 4056 B 7 i il vl 0 SRS o 1 ) 4
2R A 2 1 I N AR B R T R ) T LR B SRR R A /3 Ao 7 R 2 R 0 A AR N (R A R
HA T LA AR B R X A 7= A TR TE R RS , SO 105 — U T S it — 2 A o i 2 2

2 HERH SR FALE ( Toxic effects and mechanisms of microplastics)

METE R B R RNE Gt ™ R R AR fE R RS < 20 pm WYEDRMRCR il HE AR B, Hir gk
PR ( <0.1 wm) ££ 2 BEAS TR ANMLAE it i 57 5 036 250 58 %, (0 A NAR I 28 511 Wl e IR AE L
PRVRI R IR A5 20 4 o 4 1) ARl A K A L 2 1 B T BE S B304 TR I 38 40 M 7 1k A i) L B L 8V 8% i
T A BRI LA P A 35 B, S 358 R A, DA T 348 o B ) XU %k B 52 51 % T AT T
HOBENE FHUARS 85 AL & REHEERMNTZ (R 1).

2.1 TR it () EE RN e BORE AL

NI IR B R AT B 2t BRI LT BT BR , F 0 S eI & AR, 5 [ JRy i A 380 s an 4R 4
Te AT BRALERI R 76 38 19 A B 58 0] 6 3008 MR s A A= 070 5 AR AR R R I T R
B R G HP LY 5 e R R 2 YR & A i ) R e — el L R i P 1 PR R BAT
IRk P52 PRI X LA R i i et I o 2 0% g B4l (SR IR SRR L SR e RN TR T ) T o i 3% A A )
LV HLE T SR A ZE AR, B 2 P A TS R SR B ol e TR ks A B s Je T ol £F Ak A 7
2R TN 14 ) 8RR 6 (E SR A A6 % IR RE JRURG 38 0™ T A A B s 2L ot A il 34 2%
AR AR . PRI, 7 8 W B 1 AR 5 IR B R R, 8 A% B B0 Bl 0 R T B K T IR R 4 s i A
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Table 1 Toxicity evaluation of microplastics
Fitn B ME O REEE RCGHEE b PR
Test subjects Polymer Concentration Time Size Toxicity of effect xposute References
pathways
ICR /MR PS  0.01—0.5 mg-d”!  1—28d 5 pm OBERR AN IIFRE AL IERE T ibE [61]
(ICR mouse) 20 pm 7 5 51 AE 58 5 R B AR2R 5 808
HUERIRE R AU R AL (ATP KV REAR)
ST AL R 3, ACKE TS T &, &
B 2B BRI,
NEL: PS 0—0.5 mg-d~" 28 d S pm TOBERR AN IPRE B i [62]
(Mus musculus) 20 pm 73 V5 AR AR 1 AN RE & B AR i
A AL
PN PS 0—1 mg 24 h 64nm 64 nm MTHAERMFREMN, FECER | IFE [14]
( Sprague-Dawley rats) 202 nm BN . 64 nm o £54 1 45 B T
NI b e A 535nm  BEHEN.64 nm PS AbHE AS49 4If)E
(A549) 1L-8 FEH Rk i .
ICR /MR PS 100 pg-L™! 0—35d 05 pm  /NEUKE FFHE JRBISEREAR HEEE  HE [63]
(ICR mouse) 1000 pg-L7! 50 pm BT/ 5 B R A AR 5 I B 5 M
AR G I A R
ICR /MR PS  0—1000 pg-L! 44 5 pm IR SO PSR S I O s A TGl [64]
(ICR mouse) AR 5 A 5 WA PGB PR S B R Sl
A5 R 2L 5 P v T S O
it BE D RERRAR A G s BHA OB LR 2 5
BRI AL IEE P F2 Rk
e R,
ICR /MR PS  0—1000 pg L™ 424 0.5 wm o BOERERES R MG MRS EY  HE [17]
(ICR mouse) 5 wm Ak s BRI 2 88 S 3 F1ARAT USRS
[FZW/iESIN
UNELE PS PE 2 mg-L7! 90d 20510 um ALY OFPR A IL, HOBRINET  HfE [65]
(Mus musculus) AL OFPR 7 S AL 28 2 PE AR
BELIATH L.
IR 1 B 40 PS  0—300 pgeml!  0—24h 25nm ORI AR, 5 A0 MO J 01 52 B NE- — [66]
(A549) 70 nm kB AI—LERR AR AR 1k 1 A0
SRR A T A G Rk R
N E ] PS /.0—100pg-mL™" 24 h 60 nm  PS FUG7EAE R IR BE T A A A0 — [67]
(BEAS-2B) A 5 ARIEE 27 2 7% 1 T4 8 IR 48
MR AEAL.
AR ( AS49) PS 25 ugemlL™! 0—4h  40—S50 nm  PSNATRYHE AR 400 (AS49) , FL — [68]
0B PR SRR e T o 5 ] )
KR I RAAE TR .
FiM40IE(RAW 264.7) NH,-PS  0—100 pgrmL™"  0—16h 60 nm SRR X RAW264.7 . BEAS2B & BH i — [69]
Jili I} 2 ( BEAS2B) 200 nm BRI, WX A 3 Fh A (HMEC,
NI P HEPA-1 1 PC-12) $i{fi%5/N.
(HMEC)
20N (HEPA-1)
WE AN (PC-12)
N AW S PS  1—1000 pg-ml,™'  48h 4 pm XML AR T BRI ; 5 S AL — [70]
(BEAS-2B) SRAE SN 5 B L RS,
C57BL/6 /ML PE 0—600 pug-d”! 35d 10—150 pm BRI RTZ WA EFROARMEZE  THkE [71]

(C57BL/6 mice)

P s B3 PR M PR T TL-1a 43
W, CDAT L Th17 F Treg 40 LAY
A D R B OB BT S RN
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a2y, /Z
ZIX% Zn il ARG RSFEE SR %%Jf/ﬂl ik
Test subjects Polymer Concentration Time Size Toxicity of effect Exposure References
pathways
BHEAIIR(AGS) PS 0—10 0—24h 44nm PSEMAMMLIIFEE R, ALK F 19 %A — [(72]
pgemlL! 100 nm (4 1L-6 1 1L-8) LA K AT 4. TRl i, PS
X AR R 5 AR IR RS R/ K
TREEBEUIARC.
N LRSS IR PS 0—80 pgemL™  0—24h  0.1—5wm  ZORCURME AL A0 BEIER ; 00 f S o ASE ATP — [73]
& (Caco-2) %54 (ABC) His TG 1.
ICR /M PS 100 pg-L™! 424 5 pm PSTE/NRIATE MR, SBUEA R T [74]
(ICR mouse) 1000 pg-L! W 5 5 B0 B R e R 0 5 75
TR 5 AR TR 3R L.
N T PS PE 10 mg-L"~! 24h—48h  3—16 um  H4JI ROS, ik 1 5| A AL I 5 78 T98G — [75]
(T98G) 1 HeLa 0t Y FEVEAE T, PE 19 EC,
INCEIY SRS 87T PS.
(HeLa)
JIMHIMAA  PS-COOH  0—500 pgmL ™! 24h 20—1000 nm 20 nm AYRCRIXT U937 F THP-1 ZAAEA 40 — [76]
(PBMCs) JREEME 20 nm (9 GICRLH N S A 43
NN R (U937) W TL-8, 1 5 B0 A% 20 M 7 2 A I 9
NG o3 TES 500 nm7A1 1000 nm A AL 3 54 50 A% 40 A
(THP-1) HIE WEAN A 43 30 1L-6 1 1L-8, 4 ¥F B W
/NGB T 5 AT ANTE Y TR VR, 5 1 Ak
(DMBM-2) JELA AR A S e B A R P (e
T,20 nm B9 ORI, T 500 nm Al
1000 nm A {30k 38 1 DMBM -2 34 il 1 4
T AR IERE S
NN PP 0—4500 pgemL™'  48h  20—200 pni 20 pm BRI A EA — B R Y — [77]
(PBMCs) AN A 5 AR B 9 155 PBMCs 4
MR F A 43 24 i X F 1L-6 F1 TNF-o0; HMC- 1
(HMC-1) A RBL-2H3 40 i 41 j B A N5 20 wm
NG R AR E I OES THORLAE o 70) Bt B 7E — € BB 153 ROS
(RBL-2H3) 3.
/NELE Wi 48 i (RAW
264.7)
FumE 21 (NR8383) PS-NH! 1—100 pg-mL™"  0—24h 50 nm R IE R ALY PS 223 fin 40 — [78]
PS-CO0- 100 nm  JERAQFAAL K BE. RSB/ R A IE AL

B9 PS AT AHAE Y ROS B4 B T B
BTt A AE A R B L & ATP
AR, IR S0 00 7 1 5 3 5
TR,

TE:PS, AL PE, R OM; PP RN b, /NBT d, K5 ACKE , ZRRMAGAEREE ; TG, =2 H M TCH, S0 B ROS, 16 M %05 DIm , BRI R HL
ATP, =HERRIRTT.
Notes; PS, polystyrene ; PE, polyethylene ; PP, polypropylene ; h, hour; d, day; AChE, acetylcholinesterase ; TG, triglyceride ; TCH, total cholesterol; ROS, reactive

oxygen species ; DJm  mitochondrial membrane potential ; ATP , adenosine triphosphat.

SR 1 S ARk 21 24 s RS T8 28 1140 970 A7 27 V8 RN 0 AL 9 18 AN 58 38 DA E I 2R 0 % 7R 1k
SERL) B Py S B A5 D4R IE L 64 nm (1) PS BT H SR TR K I EL A 8 0 SR A S P AT 350K B
PRI P TR GRE L AT I IT 22 LA 2R 5 58 2 S IR 2T 4k 11 2 R ANON.. AR AN K B
PP PE FIZ MR AR S 2T 4 AE A i A0 ANt rh AL B 180 d J5 JLF- TG fifg | He g m AR AR v th e e B2
Ak, F W BB £ 4 1) A= s 52 i, T A i s 5 A A7) Salvati %5 BRF ST S /R ,40—50 nm f) PS i
B2 A ]38 AN A0 AS49 , HL AN At PN UK R R G 25 09 7 ISF TE) A 2E 4K i 4 R s Xu 4R R B
25 nmA1 70 nm Y PS ZREE AR 4 ME A549 J& , 403G MERRAIC, 40 A 5 49152 BHL, 38755 4% B+ NF-xB LA K
— B R AN ek N Lim 25 & B 60 nm (1) PS HU7E = vk 3 s 2 80 B I A0 A0 it 75 1, R I
ApE AT 1 Bz 40 A BEAS-2B A ml 75 S AR 728 £b i piy Joit o 1o 387 Xia %5 &2 BRL, 60 nm Y BHES F PS fi ¥
REXF/N B B AT RAW 264.7 S A Jili b B2 40 i BEAS-2B B B R A1) ik o e B i)
T RLRLAR 5 & T 0K SO TEmE , G0k R BORA FLRRRR M | MoK 2R 3 (% S BB )R ] %o i b Bz 4
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=R .4 pum A1 60 wm (9 PS 0] i75 5 Al 1 5z 41 BEAS-2B Ak 1 38ORN 98 E S5 b, B3R | K2
AR, BN X BRI 2 S SR AR AL N L JE SN SRR PR AL, 1T T 4 AL
il 1 TCIRAFFE.
2.2 (RIS T i AN K B L

ORI Y A B3R, B SRS S Y, B S B RS IR A [ B A5 GO kL 5
fil B 7553 Forte A5 & 3L, AHEL T 100 nm 9 PS 8L, 44 nm () PS FURLREAE BT PR S 2L 00 HEA 21 B 4
ML AGS H, I 15 5 A E T 1L-6 12 11-8 SR kK- L], i — 20 X A i A 3 BE BB ) RAESEIR ()
Tk B AR A FE AR 7 5 B R R T A 4 5 R SR AL 2 R AE A e AR ) 0 s B 7
R (22 57 1) TR 5 | R R A ML 9 5 B4 i, N SBRE PYVC L PE 76 15 i TE R P 2 ik
MO RAREFE =R 5 FE AT IR ARE IR —(2-2.58) O™ X @l i) A f Y R vk — 5
M e B R Xt L S P BE P T, SR T A DG AR 5 /D 4. R I, B 0 Rl A B AR s R R BT T I AR
Al KT B 7 A R B e AR R S A R T T

JY 8 2 BRI AL RS 28, R AR e K S e 25 8, J& N IRHRAH AT 35 W0 A= 1Y) B 22
2100 T ok I TR W A8 R (55— T B 2%, BB A A5kt 7 1 P YR AR IR i i e i 1 AR
TEER, PRB AL A fEERRE ) K 2 R Rl R i A AR 1 ) 1 AR B8 B A Tl 5846, 5 | i il &
4120 0 Li /N RER R 600 pg-d ™' S SRS & B PE ORI AT 30 TLR4 (55 15 i it 4 i ™
g P DS B A SR 2 30 e L T P A 2 28 49 W BFF 2 7 5 i s P9 0 S AH R R, 0 o s PN ) 2 1 B R
T 119l S AR 8 o 2 T J A 1 T 1 X A K R R SR A A A S S T S W i 1
(G0 E RS0, 5 S JR B R RE . JE NG 2% 2 3k XA 388 i fof 5 ek A g 1) AR BB B e 32 iR, R i L
et T Bt R — A5 B i T S E SN PS RS RHAS S 1 i S B A S A AT i 1 BV A D i
S B DI e i i 9 e A 8 R ARG R T 7
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