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Photocatalytic degradation of tetracycline by TiO, nanotubes electrode

ZHANG Kun'?  XIAO Shuhu'*" SONG Tiehong®  HU Xingi'
QU Hongbin' ZHANG Linrong'

(1. Department of Urban Water Environmental Research, Chinese Research Academy of Environmental Sciences, Beijing, 100012, China;

2. Institute of Municipal and Environment Engineering, Jilin Jianzhu University, Changchun, 130118, China)

Abstract; By means of anodic oxidation, highly ordered TiO, nanotube array electrodes were
prepared in the electrolytes, respectively with HF acid solution and NH,F glycerol solution. Scanning
electron microscopy ( SEM) results showed that TiO, nanotube arrays were of uniform morphology.
The length of TiO, nanotube arrays prepared in organic electrolyte was 3 um, while the length
prepared in aqueous solution was 300 nm. XRD patterns showed obvious peaks of anatase after heat
treating at 450 °C. TiO, nanotube array electrodes also had good photoelectrocatalytic activities. At a
bias potential of 4 V, the photocurrents were 1.37 mA-cm™ and 0.83 mA +cm™, respectively. By
using the 3 pm electrode, the removal efficiency of 50 mg-L™" tetracycline reached 93% within
180 min. The electrodes were highly stable after 5 repeated tests, and the degraclation rate of
tetracycline was 92%+1%.

Keywords : TiO, nanotube array electrode, photoelectrocatalysis, tetracycline, stability.
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) FERIR T2 700, SR LAl L B NP HEE P ) BR R 6T LA o W UK A 257 i P 85 7 AR
PR  UPR R P AR O Z R T A2 AT RIS AN T e A R e i e B LR
A RES FENMASCTT BFIE PR ZE R BT S | B i AR

PUA R AP, A5k B W) B2 WS Gt Y K BT IRAS 8 38 o A% B8 A4 A W O A RO R AT T
B0 BT AR R SRS WIS AR T AN Bk i i R IR HLA IS, B DL e AR B X R 2 A
R E BRI A HAL WS RWT , 5R A 108 1 2 0 A 58 AR50 30 m) - om > BT A2 2K 19 25 B
TERL, 4IRS S 3000 m] - em I X404 3 1 R BR R AT A H) 509%—70% """ S s Al EAL E 48
TE ST LAAE Sy — Tl b 3K P vt e sl A A R 0 O R A A T 282 e A A e e 1 L T R A L
A L R A 1 R R A D42 2 A ST T, 49 K A e — s UL B4 56 R AR FRLAR R R, Bk B
R T 2R LA P R

AT A B i A PR S 7 ] 9 1 B LR SO TR PERY TiO, 2R A FILA, TR
b TR A SR A A R 4 ' L P R AL L,

1 #BHFI : ( Materials and methods)

1.1 AR Al &

PR (BERE>99.9% ,6 cmx4 cm) VAU BE 2 R 1E TSR, 43 3 & TR, OB, 581K 48
FEIVEVE 10 min, HFAEZS S AR IR T, DU i TAR AR, 50 7 SR s, 458 1 S 90 28070 &5 38
B 1R A AS [ F A i v A T P A 2 BH AR 4R A, S 3 v R 1Y) PR AR R AR R AT PR . — Rl 0.5 wi% HF
PR AKVA 3 59— P& 1 wi% NH,F 0.2 mol » L™" Na,SO, B = EEFIK £ 50% 14T BTRA A HL AL e %
W AE 20 V B T FHAR 84K 120 min, 7531 TiO, 40K K.

1.2 i

ST G Ak 2 S N B AP 1 TR B B R R ADEUR R R RS Ak T A
TN RN 25 A R TR0 120 mL. FHAR fR e 1 CHI660D L fb2% T AR uS (L R A A FR A
Al) BEAL 38 AL il AR

4
3

1.284P 6B The light source

2 1% ¥ 28 Magnetic stirrer
— 5 3.FH% Anodes
e 4 M FnH 7R HiAk Saturated calomel electrode
- \%‘;’ 5. BAA% Cathode
! - 6 7 6. Hifk 22 T/E ¥k Electrochemical workstation
e ! / 7.3+ %HL.Computer
° 2 *

1 SR R FA

Fig.1 The diagram of experiment setup

1.3 ik

FH 2288 T /KB e BE S 50 mg- LAY PUBR 2R B /K. B 100 mL PUBRZE R K T R g o, BL P F 9 )
e, B il B B9 THO, AHOKAE FELAR Ry BHAR , IR R H SR FEAR Ry 2 LU FR , 41, 4T 52 ARO0IR , 15 v A2 1A
U SR, BERR 30 min MUV g ERE , IFIE i 0.45 um AR I & . DURR 29k R A 1260 Infinity HPLC (%
S 2 E) WAH 2 . (3% A% % ] ZORBAX Eclipse XDB-C18 (250 mmx4.6 mm,5 pm). i 5140 K
H I/ 5 0.19% B R 47K (R 25/75) 5 W shAHIE 1.0 mL -min™" 5 #ERERFR 20 pl; A3 30 °C ;&
WA 355 nm BT LR (TOC) 343 TOC-LCPH (&3t HAS) S AL - B (UK. 39 45 FiL 8% (SEM) S H
SERER 23k S-4800 B4 HE B ES  ERVEHLE R 15 kV.X SHERATETSMHT (XRD) {8 175 [ Bruker 23w £F 72 (1)
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D8 Adance 2 X FIHERATHAX, 2 BN M 260 AL4R F1 o 200, 2 (1A 80°.
2 5 59798 (Results and discussion)

2.1 TiO, PR M FRAIE S X XRD 434

Pl 2 S AE HF PR IRCRN 35 T8 — A ALV TR A 3R b B AR A5 2119 TiO, 0K B Fa , 28 450 °C i
TAB BRI I S S5 R 3B TiO, B2 2% TR 9K 4SS I 5T MR B HEAT , 45 42 29 0 60—80 nm. 3X 15 AH 44
KA AR IRINZ B SRR 2R AU R2 I LA/ | 3% 5 Bauer 25 A RE 2 — a9 ™ 0 L v LB I A
T = B A AR 2R AR Y TIO, KA K EE AN 3 wm, 18 KT HF /KA R b A8 gk & K,
24300 nm. 31X — 7 T2 F T HE AR S5 %) 98 555 S T) T s i), 5 FL A B N RT AFE K P o A B o]
sy ¥ F 4 TR G5 (0 B 25 B S A/E A 1 HF 78K P REs S5k Tl s 2T
A HF 38 13 S A — A AR T A KA 2 |, S 8O/ B HF REERE Py s — i, T =
HLAPRVRORG FE K B 7R FLAR R rh 1 RS 30132 B BELAS (45 TiO, A i A0 18 | S 2Ll Tio, 2R BE RS K.

N AA RS (5T 0 ( pE
AULY ¥ NP~ )\
- o 4\ -
e v N ™ { .
Xty " %

SRRIT: 0000000

2 HF KW (a) FIE A = BEAL AR IR AR (b) BRSP4 (9 TiO, 24K BRI A9 SEM IE T P& (K 50000 £75) A1
#1187 P (] a A7 LR 100000 4%, B b 4 ETEOK 20000 £5)
Fig.2 SEM front view and profiles of TiO, nanotube films prepared by anodic oxidation in HF aqueous solution(a) ,

and glycerol containing electrolyte (b)

& 3 27 b AN [ F VP 1 45 FRORE B 450 SCHBERR )R 1Y XRD &1L R 2 i B A A 5, U Bk 4
JB FEAR A fT ST 0G| 2 W 6 IR Z o JEE A TiO,. 28 450 C UL BE 120 min J&,260 7E 25.3° 38.0° 48.1°
55.0°.63.4° 70.2°F1 77.6° Hi & | TiO, AN K A IH 5 A9 Bk T S g 1 3.

A. 8i4kH" Anatase

A
g PR A A ?
2 /| Glycerol
£ ) A A
> —y Lﬂ_._waw“‘-f ‘_wwﬁnw,/\"\v__}u_lé-..@&g.,

{ |
e LI ‘NMMM;___A_,MM

I | 1 1 1 | I | 1 1 1 |
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26/(°)

B3 (EPFA T AR R A TiO, 9K HL 450 “CHBBEIR I XRD [
Fig.3 The XRD patterns of the two TiO, nanotube electrodes calcinated at 450 °C

2.2 TiO, ZRAL AL AR ) G LA AL
N T WESEPIRR TiO, KA R R B DAL 24T, 72 0.1 mol - L™ Na, SO, I R SCH5 HLAY B 1Y
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RZR T A TSN T, 0 B T MR i £, 25 R s 4 Fis. T LUE H Job M
A HL TG, FTRE R F T TiO, 9KAT 10 S v Pk 4 55 7P ol mL A 7 8 A1 %) 8 TR L 3 O Sl 2 o A
VA I P A T P o A PO AR TR R A 4 VIR DB AR F 1.37 mA - em ™ MR AR E T, 76 HF KR
FRRl A B TiO, 0K RO HL TN 0.83 mA-em ™, —FHH2% 0.54 mA - em ™, FWTE & N = W5l i ik b
Tl 28 1 TiO, 9 KA AR s Hi A b6 1 B 5

040 0.10r /
R/
035F 0.08F irradiation /
030F 0.6 \
<025} 004 / Y
S020F 0.02 X "/
Soisk o
0.10k 0
0.05}
3 um TNAs
0
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4 R[ET7 ]  H TiO, KA TEAT JC AL R B IR AL P i &
Fig.4 Linear sweep voltammograms of TiO, nanotube electrodes prepared by different methods

under darkness and UV irradiation conditions

2.3 TiO, ZKAE ARG DU 3R A R fi

K5 Hese T RN R 25 £ B TiO, 9K AT FUR T DUIR 28 A G e AL R A TR 1T AR, B R
it I A5 11 RO, KA FRRORT DU P 28 38 5 0 1) 2 BRSO R A 3 TR — T L RV P o 45 119 O, AR A
HLA% ,30 min BEfE T 53% M PUIAE , 180 min PIXTPUIRZE A9 LBRFIEF] 97% , 7F HF /KW H il £ 19 Tio,
YK A H RO U BR 2R 1Y 22 B RN 829% , 1T =3 TOC A 25 B0 W10 93% F1 55% . 7645 HIL H it I 14 T
R ) TiO, 20K A RO L A AT M D 300 3 TP /K VT o 8 7 EL A A TR FL AR 9 TiO, 4ROK A8 L, 3
5 EH R 45 B — B0 R A T A K RIS TiO, 98 K AS 55 9 W i B2 Al e RN R, B T )
UGG IK o B i S W i, Dl 4R T PR b A% i3 RN RS 7E FUAR R T W BREE MLA , A
T -2 SO 48, T30 1 B A7 I S AE AL R RE. R At R i TOC 1 98 ik ok 30 20 i 35, 6 1
ML ARIERTT WA R 9 F 258 A0 B IR, HLR e A ORI AR il T oA o s e e
JEFRHE [ R

100 1001
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Fig.5 Effect of TiO, nanotubes prepared by different methods on UV photoelectrocatalytic degradation of tetracyclines
2.4 OIA] B I R XS DU BR 2R R A 1Y LA

DATE 5 A = B LI P o 45 1) THO, ARORAS B USRI T IO B DGR | e AL L RO v i
AT ,50 mg- L7 PTUBR R TOC HYREARCR , L5 56 Tio, WK A HARTE AL BT T DL 3R]
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Individual UV light photocatalytic processes
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19 : Indicidual electro-oxidation processes
53 —v— ot Dark
S04t —— FIMEEF R SRR
= UV light induced photoelectrocatalytic processes
02
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B 6 ANl A X PURR 2R AR A CR

Fig.6 Dark, photocatalytic, electro-oxidation and photoelectrocatalytic processes on tetracycline degradation efficiency

AT LLUE S, TR T SRR EEA TR, A AE 55 M BAEALTE 180 min INREA R BREY
8% VUFFZE TOC. 1% HL MRt F I R A7 I L AR A V6 14, 7E 180 min PN RE S BRZY 48% Y DU EK TOC. 1
LA AL XS PUPRZR TOC (1R = T FLAE AL SOB AL IR AR R 2 A, 2900 93%.

i kt=In(TOC,/TOC,) AT Al iZ it BEXT PUIR R W BEARAT A — B 8l ) 2B 25 0036 1 R 6
FL AL R 1) Bl ) 2 BT B 48 St A R Bl e A2 i A b e B 2y ) 2 i B R, A E U A 2R
Rl R b SR A A T Ot f i A R 28 B A G FR D R RN . R K T 0.94 , R BH — 2 i 8 )
SRR R AT

R1 AFEERRR D)= w A

Table 1 Kinetic constants for different processes

itk IS )
Methods Kinetic constant & (X1072) /min"! k
TEICHEAME T Dark 0 —
B i) 22 AN AL S FE Individual ultraviolet light photocatalytic processes 0.0 0.97
B AL A AT B Individual electro—oxidation processes 0.3 0.94
L HMEFE S AR LT TR Ultraviolet light induced photoelectrocatalytic processes 1.4 0.94

2.5 UV-vis WYOLIER A1

K7 BoR T A CHAEAL SR FE | 200—450 nm Ak 458 Z0 AT L4718 3% B i 18] 1) 28 A0 A% Bl /T LA
F i, IR K UV-Vis JEHELE 275 nm 355 nm Ab 2 BURFIE MRS 0. Bl 45 B N7 () 3264 T, RRAE TR A0 e 240 47
BB IR AIG. 225 180 min FEMRIG , WO JLT-IH R T, FE R A ok A v 088 T B0 i) IR g 06, ¢ B Y 24
RIECHAEIAE T~ S g Ak, 25 IR | B Aot A i — 2 /N o Rl =, B = e

1.0
0.8
0 min
806k 30 min
_:E 60 min
] 90 min
2041 120 min
W 150 min
180 min

o
)

W

200 250 300 350 400 450
Wavelength/nm

(=}

B 7 Ot R UV-Vis JEREBEI 8] 1922 4k

Fig.7 Variation of UV-vis spectra in the photoelectrocatalytic process with time
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2.6 MRS E M

5T 28 1 TiO, KA HUA VR G B , A28 S e S Al B vh i e . 181 8 S R TR
i PR B A 7 2 PR — I L e P o 45 1 THO, 40K LA A 0 I 25 T D R T D 2 28 AR i 11 S 56 245
RAEMFI S 5T AR 5 W, ot i A i R Xt DU P 22 2 7K 2 EL A 458 o8 A R A AR #E 180 min
P, DU R 22 [ R R (R TE 92% +1% , 22 W] TiO, QKA G FIM BAG B AT 7] 38 5 1 S Ra e 1.

10 = ® A X < —u— |st
\ \ \ \ \ —e—2nd
—a—3rd
081 A ° \ v « —v—4th
- —e—5th
S 06F
g .
@) [ ]
204
0.2
v .
ok
1 1 1 1 1 1
0 200 400 600 800 1000

t/min

B8 TiO, K AR iR e
Fig.8 Stability of TiO, nanotube array electrode

3 %518 ( Conclusion)

(D) FES FHURRU 25 A Tio, 9K BT KA A 2R BRIE 300 A5 HILHEL A S0 V2 A b 11 45 19 TiO, 499k
EERKAR 3 wm, KIFEWAR R T IRIGH TiO, 40K K BEZY 300 nm , ZEAR ] FHIR SEAL LR T, —H SR T
BB 25 57 . 48 450 CHALHR 120 min J5AY TiO, 94 KA M S BRABLER A 117 5 1.

(2) L& =B A5G TiO, 9K A B R F 98 X 52, HU A T R Rl b BE i 6 U B4 2% A 25
TEOL, 4 R R TiO, KA HU R 1) 23 BRBCRAR Yy - B /M5 3 B DG AR Al > sl A H A A ik
> P () 2R i AL .

(3) TiO, 44K A8 F M AT B R FEL AR AR TG . 7E S5 AN BN T, 76 1% P9 = It L A v ol 48 19 O,
KA AL TE 180 min IFEEERTUIRE TOC 2 93% AUBEIRVUFF K 1970 T-454 , b4 Horp 3 A ALY
SERTEAL N CO, M H,0, 355 T B E L.

(4) TiO, 44 K AE F AR LA A o RS 1 , T 2 VR AR A, 8 BH 2% A LA AR e 1) S s oy AL
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