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Fig.1 Ecological risk assessment model of POPs

(ECD: exposure concentration distribution; SSD: species sensitivity distribution)
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ABSTRACT

Currently the hottest issues of environmental chemisiry study have moved from traditional pollutants to
emerging contaminants, such as persistent organic pollutants ( POPs ), endocrine disrupting chemicals
(EDCs), pharmaceutical and personal care products ( PPCPs). The emerging contaminants can cause
relatively high hazard and risk although their environmental levels are usually very low. Increasing attention
has been paid to emerging contaminants all around the world. To address the environmental problem of
emerging contaminants, their environmental risks should firstly be evaluated, and then risk control and
management can be performed accordingly. Recently the study of emerging contaminants in China is gradually
on the rise. A certain amount of studies have been conducted in China to address the environmental risk of
emerging contaminants and their risk control. This paper reviews the research progress on the environmental
risk assessment and control of emerging contaminants in China in recent years, which will provide references
for further risk precaution and control.

Keywords: emerging contaminants, environmental risk, persistent organic pollutants, pharmaceutical

and personal care products.



