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Abstract: Environmental behavior has become a vital issue in current environmental protection research. Using 277
environmental behavior research papers in the Chinese Social Science Citation Index (CSSCI) from 2000 to 2021 as the research
object, the knowledge base, developmental lineage, research status and current hotspots in the field of environmental behavior
research are systematically summarized. The results show that the development of environmental behavior research field can be
divided into four stages, including precursor period, start-up period, development period and prosperity period. Research efforts in
the field of environmental behavior are relatively independent and fragmented with lacking cooperation, which is contrary to the
increasingly multidisciplinary nature of the intersection. The theoretical research on environmental behavior, empirical research at
different scales and specific environmental policy research have built the knowledge base of environmental behavior research. The
current hotspots of environmental behavior research are pro-environmental behavior research and environmental participation
research with specific environmental policy condition.
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